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Were Our Faces Red!

At our July meeting Peter drew attention to a letter received from
Harry Franz of Goomeri. Harry had written about problems which he
was experiencing with his fern collection and his letter was dated

24 June 1989. We don't know how the letter was overlooked, it just
turned upl We have written an apology to Mr Franz and tried at this
late stage to assess the cause of the problems raised. We have also
asked Irene Cullen and her fellow members in South Eastern Queensland
to provide any possible advice or assistance to Mr Franz from within
their knowledge and resources. We only hope that the ferns are still
alive and growing. An extract from Mr Franz's letter and the relevant
parts from our delayed response follow, as these comments may be of

general interest.

Mr Franz wrote as follows:
I am wondering if you can give me any information on fungal diseases of

ferns. Things have been going really well till this last year.

I have two types of problem.

(1) Pellaea paradoxa Leaves slowly turning brown from leaflet tips,
almost completely defoliating some plants. I have repotted some plants
to see if it might be a nutrition problem. Plants are still showing
some new growth. Older leaves still browning and dropping off. This
may not necessarily be a fungal problem. I have not treated with

a fungice.

(2) Birds Nest Fern and a similar ground growing Asplenium. Large
black spreading patches on leaves. Has killed a very nice Birds Nest
fern mainly from arocund the centre. Have had sililar problems with
other plants such as Begonias to a lesser extent. Very severe on above
plants. I have done some spraying with Mancozeb - Benomyl mix to no
avail,

(3) Asplenium bulbiferum, Davallia, and several others (I can't
remember names at moment). Premature death of fronds - killed some
small Asplenium bulbiferum. Have been spraying some plants with
Mancozeb - Benomyl mix with good results. A couple of grown plants
very sick - not insect attack.
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In responding to M- Franz, the following points were made .

Tt ods difficult to comment accourately on the particalar problems
without actually seaeing, examining and knowing maore abouwt the
Farns and the conditions under which the ferns are Qrowing. 1t
clid @weem thaough that all the problemns mentioned wouwlod have hoeen
mxacarbated Lf Lthe ferns were housed in humid conditions with
Lack of air ciroulation and lots of water.

Fetar, noting the reamarks about lack of evidence of dinsect
damage,. thought that the problem with Fellaga paradoxa may aven
have been physiclogical.  This specles a¥: r Lhe habilt of
shadding ttas pinnules during some winters.  Feter stressecd the
importance of keeping this species relatively diry during the
winter months.

Black patches oflen ocowr on Birds Mest farns, bat o in Asplenion
ansbiralasicun this complaint is not regarded as being 2
threalterning . Tt ods a hardy fern tolerates diry concdi tions bt
doesn Tt Like it overly wel, in Fact Lt needs good drainace. I
the Ffern had been keplt wel posasibly this may have bhrought on the
Furngal problem. Some members at Lhe meelting said Lhere had been
recent reports of a serious fungal problem in Flatycerium spec
in some parts of Queensland, M final thought, we wondered §if th
Fern could have been dgplerciam nbdus which is not cold tolerant
and can easily be lost.

1%

The premature yvellowing and dying of the fronds on Asplapium. and
Davallia species would certainly bhe exaggerated by over webt, very
humicd conditions. It was suggested that the affected fronds
should be removed and destroyed, which in any case, is good main-
tenmance practice.
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(Our thanks to the Western Australian Fern Society Inc
for the use of the articles on this and the following page)

HORNS LK
(PLATYCERIUM)

These are epliphytic ferns (meaning the plant is growing on
or is attached to another plant but NOT a parasite) which is
remarkably specialised in as much that they are self contained.
The nest leaves are spreading and act as a very efficient litter
collecting device. As the new leaves grow the o0ld nest leaves
curl inwards and die, trapping all the debris to compost it.

The roots grow into this rich humus and are protected from hot
and drying winds.

The 01d nest leaves make up the bulk of the plant, the true
leaves are thinner, often pendulous and spectacular with the
spore carried in a brown patch on the underside of the frond.
These fall off when they are old.

The genus consists of twelve species mainly found in the
tropics of South America, Africa, Malaya and Australia. In
Australia the four main species available in Nurseries are:-
Superbum, Bifurcatum, Hillil and Veitchili.

PLATYCERIUM SUPERBUM (Pronounced Superb-um) Superb.
An easlly grown fern and common in cultivation it is one of

the most spectacular of the species in the world. They grow on
trees, logs and rocks in the rain forests from northern N.S.W. to
northern Queensland.

The plant entirely lacks the ability to produce plantlets
and so the single plant just gets larger and larger in the bush
until they are so large that they fall from thelr host and crash
to their death. Spore is borne on the underside of the true
fronds in a large brown patch. Small plants produce only nest
leaves that press tightly against the host, covering the plants
roots. Eventually they produce an antler (true frond) that can
grow up to 2 metres long and dangle from the centre of the nest
leaves.

Mounted on trees in the garden where they get filtered light
the plant makes a spectacular show, or grown on slabs of wood or
tree fern in the shadehouse. 'They respond well to applications
of fertilizers such as "Garden Party", aged animal manures, slow
release fertilizer, pure blood and bone are all suitable.

Often incorrectly sold as Platycerlium grande, however this
species (grande) has two spore patches on each of the true

fronds.

PLATYCERIUM BIFURCATUM (Elkhoxn)

The most common of the elkhorns, it grows over a wlde area
of eastern Australia from southern N.S.W. where it is found in
large clumps on boulders and rock faces. Further north in
Queensland it is found on a variety of trees, from glant
ralnforest specimens to Casuarinas In the swamps, often
in open bushland and even on old cycad trunks., Other
epiphytes frequently grow on the clumps.

Bifurcatum is very hardy and will withstand frosts. The
nest leaves are deeply lobed; true leaves are semi erect or
nodding, forking two or three times and the spore is carried on
the underslde tips of the leaves. Plantlets grow from buds on



the outer lower margins of the nest leaves and once the plant is
established it can produce large numbers of pups each year, thus
the plant will grow into a large specimen. Grown on tree trunks
(any sort) in a filtered light area, or shaded from the

afternoon sun they respond well to fertilizers. We have planted
several eyes in wire baskets and in time they form a complete
ball and hung on‘a patio or in the shade house it can make a good
conversation piece.

PLATYCERIUM HILLI (Elkhorn)

A tropical elk from northern Queensland, the nest leaves are
shallowly lobed, true fronds are erect and lime green in colour.
Gilven a sheltered position it is hardy in temperate Australia.

PLATYCERIUM VEITCHII (Silver elkhorn).

A falrly rare and beautiful species that grows in central
and northern Queensland malnly in rock crevices in low
rainfall areas. It has a thick, fleshy texture with a dense
silver hair coverling which acts as a water-conserving device,
making it drought tolerant and frost resistant. Easily grown
on trees, slabs of wood or hanging baskets, it prefers more
light than other elkhorns. A very pretty elk.

IN GENERAL: - .
Diseases - Few pests attack Platyceriums. Slaters can be a
problem in the plant if bananas are used as a source of food.
Fertilizer - Use sparingly during the growing summer months.
Small amounts about every two months.

Water - In the hot summer months water every second day, twice a
wveek durlng the warm months and less In the winter,

Growth - Both superbum and bifurcatum once established are good
growers and will tolerate most weather conditions in W,A. Hillli
and veitchii are slow growers and require a little more attention
In colder areas. You will find that 1f you keep them drier in
winter the plant will grow better in the warmer months.

References: D.L. Jones & 5.C.C. Clemesha - Australian Ferns &
Fern Allies.

P.L. Jones - Encyclopedla of Ferns.

Written by Colin & Margaret Mace,
Mace's Nursery, Bunbury, W.A.

PLANT A GARDEN FOR YOUR SOCIETY

First plant four rows of "peas", Presence, Promptness,
Preparation and Preservation. Next plant three rows of "squash".
Squash gossip, squash unfair criticism and squash indifference.
Then plant five rows of "lettuce". Let us be faithful to duty,
be loyal and unselfish, be true to our obligations, obey rules
and regulations and love one another. No garden is complete
without "turnips", turn up for meetings with a smile, new ldeas
and with determination to make everything count for something
good and worthwhile.



Fig. 28.6. A. Platycerium superbum. Aa. habit x Vis. Ab, fertile frond from below x V3s, B. Platycerium
hillii. Ba. habit x Y18, Bb. ncst frond x 12, Be. fertile frond from below x 2, C. Platycerium bifurcatum.
Ca. habit x 24, Cb., Cc. & Cd. nest fronds from various plants showing variation in lobing, Cb. & Cc. x
1412, Cd. x ¥15. Ce. & CT. fertile fronds from below from two dilferent plants x Va2, D, Platycerium veitchii.
Da. habit x Y1s. Db, nest frond x Y12, De. & Dd. fertile fronds from below from different plants x V2,

(This page copied from "Ferns of Queensland" by S.B, Andrews)
N.B. Scale has been increased by 40%.
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A Filrst asighting of Feler s garden, the front dominated by a row
of hage palms, tells one that it is special, RBub it is a garden
that really merits closer study becauwse of the varied collecltion
of interesting  plants. many of which are seldom

in e
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meries. O0Ff particular interest are
and of couwrse ferns.

Lthe palms, cycads, orchids
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Fertrns Lioted on the WA/ to Bowens Creslk, in order of siahting .
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micropliylla. Ly conod: L laterale - all hy no means rare, these
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easily the most frequently seen fern on the day, Rlechnum car-—
tilagineun, Asplenium flabellifolium. Lindsaea microphyllaa. L.

Linearis (thanks Rose for spotting this one). Schizaea rupestris.
Flechnum _ambiguum, E. wattsii., Sticherus flabellatus., Fyrrosia

rupestris. Blechnum nudum and Crathea australis.

Lunch was eaten beneath Doryphora sassafras covered in showy

white flowers and Feter showed us the less spectacular but quite
rare shirrub Gyphanthera scrabella which was growing nearby. Mear
our lunch spot grew Lastreopsis microsoras L. acuminata and

Hypolepis alandulifera,

Faortified by lunch we followed Fetler along the Creel marvelling
at his keen sight as he showed us three tiny filmy ferns,
Hymenaphyd lum cupressiforme. He pumilum - this one is rare and
has only been recorded in a few locations, and M, marginatum
which is not so rare but is nevertheless seldom by all except the
most observant. Grammitis billardieri was also prominent among
the same mossy rocks. At this point a few of us were reminded of
the cardinal bushwalking rule “Don’t lose sight of the leader”" as
only part of the party proceeded further upstream along a wallaby
Additional ferns recorded were Rlechnum patersonii. Lep-—
[:Yé\ thea

track.
topteris Trasari.

ailt and decomposing leaves and debrris.

Altogether a day of many pleasant memories not the least being of
grrey thirush and bold little scrub

the numerous honeyeaters,
WISy

1 H, pumilum C. Moore

Delicate epiphyte. Rhizome long-creeping, branched, dark brown to black, young
parts sparsely covered with red-brown hairs. Fronds to 3.5 cm long; stipe not
winged, wiry, 4-17 mm long; rachis usually winged; lamina 1-pinnatifid, glabrous, to
2 cm long and 0.5-1.5 cm wide, margins toothed. Sori 1 or 2 per frond, at the apex;
involucre £ circular to oblong, apex rounded, toothed; receptacle included. Epiphytic
in cooler rainforest of the Blue Mins and adjacent ranges; uncommon. CC CT

3 H. cnpressiforme Labill. Common Filmy Fern
Rhizome long-creeping, much-branched, dark and wiry, young parts sparsely cov-
ered with red-brown hairs. Fronds 2-9 cm long; stipe not winged, 0.5-3.5 cm long;
rachis with a narrow, entire or toothed wing; lamina 1-3-pinnate, mostly 1-pinnate
with primary pinnae pinnatifid, glabrous, 1.5-6 ¢m long and 1.5-2.5 cm wide,
margins toothed. Sori borne on the upper side of the secondary rachises, terminal on
short lateral segments; involucre obovate, apex rounded; receptacle club-shaped,
included or slightly exserted. Usually found growing in mats on rocks in rainforest,
also in protected sites in drier areas. NC CC SC NT CT ST CWS; Qld, Vic., Tas.

4 H. marginatum Hook. & Grev. Bordered Filmy Fern
Rhizome long-creeping, filiform, black or dark brown. Fronds to 3.5 cm high and 2.5
cm wide; stipe dark, not winged, with a tuft of reddish brown hairs at the base;
lamina simple or once forked (rarely forked 2 or 3 times), glabrous, light green, the
margins with a black band 1 or 2 cells deep, not toothed. Sori marginal, solitary at
apex of frond or of each lobe; involucre * circular or ovate, 1-2 mm long, the
marginal black band 2 or 3 cells deep; receptacle cylindrical, included within the
involucre, Grows on rocks in rainforest, usually near creeks or waterfalls, CC NT CT;
Qld, Tas. [Craspedophylium marginatum (Hook. & Grev.) Copel.]

Drawings & descriptions taken from "FLORA OF N.S.W." - Volume 1
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Fepoart an Fhid Morth Coast Outing on 4 & 5 May 199

Clar owting veally ot under way on the Friday with Phyllis and
John arriving at Charlie’s place in Wanchope for lunch, then Rose
and Patsy aceiving from Sydney. Arfter Lunch we piled into the 4
wheel drive for a quick jaunt to Blue Creek Dam (the old Wauchope
walter supply ), the aftarnoon guickly disapp@aring.

On Satwrday morning we picked up Betty White AFrom  Sydney, and
Fesacted Tor Camerons Canmp - but a detowr found wus at Sitting Bull
anc the RBLuwff, ftwo plondc areas downsteream from the Wilson River
Fles e 17V E Lindilze the Reserve only a few ferns were found at each
Places Lurch thimes found ws al Camerong Camp where Jean Hope and
Friaend Ffrom Coffe Harbowr bdodined ws. At ter Lanch ant a scramble
for rooms we headed for Banda Randa State Forest - what looked
Liles  Being & good  bredip was  swldenly stopped by a large tres
acroses the track. aflter dnvestigating this spot we returned to
The exparimental  pine plantation where we filled in the after—-
N Fern wise the day was disappointing but everyvone had  en-
doved the day.

Surrday waw Aall o wp brrdght oand early, owicth o Lhe aeeival of PR
frvary and  party from Kempses . Ve left camp and headed for Beach
Flectean, with the wsual shadl pacse o peorby sel ofFf on the rownd
L [ Wer Found bhe same foerns as last year. Eot rertid cresdd Lhatl
mavaral Large Ferns bl d aarad. erfler & lalte  lunach  mast
FMexacled For home while Rose, Fatsy, Fhyllis and Jdohn stayed owver
For ancebhesr oas . Dverall the we 2 was pleasant and  everyvore
Fach a0 mest @ndioyable weel and., Lista of fornes recorrded Follows

Tl Loy copochiam sp, Gleidchaenia cicarpa, Christella dentala,
G parasitiocs Aspl @riauim avts Tralasioam, Fwrirosia  contloe
Lindsasa  moiocrophylla,  Shiche Fhabellatus, Culeoita ohubis

Flacky cerium bifurcatun, Cyathea austeralis.

Cino Bl ]y Adiantum  aethiopiloam, Docodia ¢ Hn ]
el asmdowm, Chreistella dentata,  Fyreosia BV Al e ctirum
Auchiam,  Baeosetd Lagin s tacdtia caval liodde Frlachy e
i fonr cackaim, Cwact e

d, Buopatersonii.  adaspleniom
Li. coroseanrum s eancdens.,

Barmda Randas  RBlechnam wat
coidumg FPyrrosia confluens, D

apsilg acuminata,  Locdecomposita,  Diplazium
Bl echriem ca Lo lag d nem, L el o

a antarotior, Geammitis billar-
chieyl w My v braurbara Fea el e P Rh
tata, Fyrro a fal caba wvar marnda,  Asplandom
polyodon,, AL flabellifoliom, AcboalbiFerum,  AlFla Cyalthas
ansbrallis, Coodedchhardtiana, Doodia aspera, His L
Hymesnophy Llum Flabellatum, Ha cupressiforme, Shicherus lobatus,
sdpleris truncata,  Dictymia bhrowndd, Miorosoram scancens, F
2 Lo R o B N AR ([

""( y o s § f-\ i o
chi Lackha -t
Bapatarasoanii,

Sl

L

cbiang o L & 14 June 1991

o el Mot Coast

aeoa Lot of mix ups with dates the June  ouwting was finally
Meld on the week e@nd of 18 & 16 June. At ter an earky lunch we
all assembled at Jean Hapes. Jearn,  Rose Rach, Fhyllis  Brown,
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John, dudy and Charlie set off for Woolgoolga Creels piloking up
Hleve an the way. At Woolgoolga we turned inland to the Mature
Flaeserve where we set off along the creelk., orossing Lt abouwt six
Limes bhefore we arrived at the Falls. It is & bhbeawtiful  area
with an abundance of ferns - we found 31 varieties during the af-
Tarnoon. Aftar a short break and & cuppa we all heacded back to
waan "s place, where we hat & lovely dinner  and  an interesting
discussion on farnsg and towring Australia, the evening finidishing
up abowt 19D pm.

CiIn Sunday we met For the 40 fam drive Lo Glenreagh Falls. Moiem
coming along  with  Jean Ffor the day.  and Tony Wirnter and Steve
meeling ws at the Glenreagh Falls parking ares having come by a
shoarter route., Thowoulad have been a short wallke to the Fallea if
the track had baen good -~ bal we  had  fto soramble  over rocks,
along a very rough path and across the oreek. Tt was well worth
the effort to see the view of ferns and orchids  hanging  on the
cliff  with  the  water  teickling down., We were amazed at the
gid latum nudum growing from the ocracks betwsen the rocls. Al e
Blechnuwn  amnbiguum was very plaentiful, It was a wvery successTul
cay with 23 varieties of fernsg bheing identified. Aflter Lunch by
The cresk we all headsd for home, with everybody having endoyved a
vary pleasant weelk end.

The folloawing Lisls of ferns wers recorded:

1an Addantum diaphanum, A.silvaticam, Arachnioides aris-
; Artheople s ia Temel la, p Leer dum attenuatum,
Ao bral asd oo, Sapolydon, Blechnum cartilaginsum, B, patersonii,
Chirdstella dentata, Uyathesa anstralis, Coleilchhaedtiana, Daval lia
Py xidata, Dennestasdtia davallioides, Dictymia browndi, Diplazium
astrale, Doodia aspera, Daoandata, and anolbher Doodia species
frevsambling  Dasouae rosa, My polepis glandalifeora, oavas Lo s s
Ay acha T U W P ok - L o (L 1 CIBOI 180 Il crosorum soandens,
Haphrolepis coroif Llasa paracdoxa, Fefaloata  wvear nanayg
Frlackyeeriwm  bifoorcatum, sntpre e bam,  Fad Lotum nwchum, Stiaheroas

Flabhellatus.,

Lié, F

@l ian tum  cddaphariae,  @ehidspiddaluam,  Ssplanium
amcfielolid & oaffin., camtiheladii,

clexry b Ll
crhearia ol oarpay

Ciler e .
prexlyolorn,  Blaohroum ambiguam, B
aitr g D hed Lan b he gia@beri, Dhristella
clubciac, Doodi s asperra, HGrammi b
e s, Loiriclsasa i el L s, spescliuim CEFIILLE L«
Lacterale, Psilotum rmoacum, ke doclhiaum Loy, Frteedis o wdtlata,
creosha pupeasleis , Sohdzaes vupesteds, Todea Darbaoea,

ofer ds baolk home after
wal kiing  arouwnd  and

same cpeat rews ]
A domg o smpedl o dn Dubbo Base MHospi
Fas ever talken a mattook to the garden and also besn owt to hi
e lorved Burrendono Arboretum,. We pray that Lhi Py e s O

and wish Fetsr a toltal recovery and look Forward Lo share
Al her

bder frasees P

>

+

Tantes

t sohohm Ferns. We are sure thalt all membsrs of Lhe
e Study Group would want to doin dn sending our sincere good
wishes to both Feter and Hazel., We look forward to baving »ou

lead we on the occasion of owe next Burrendong workbng bee.
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Pteridophytes of Eungella National Park

Peter D. Bostock, Botany Branch, Dept of Primary Industries, Meiers Road,
INDOOROOPILLY 4068

Eungella National Park, of more than 50,000 hectares, is situated on the Clarke
Range about 80 km west of Mackay in Central Queensland. Much of the park is
above an altitude of 700 metres, and the third highest mountain in Queensland, Mt
William (1259 metres) is within the park boundary. The park’s geographic position
between the ‘wet tropics’ of north Queensland and the subtropics to the south,
coupled with the wide variation in land-forms, makes the area truly a ‘mixing bowl’
for ferns and ferns allies (this is also true of other plants, of course!).

While the top of the plateau at Eungella is mostly cleared for dairy farming, there is
still an extensive area of complex vine-forest or rainforest along the rim of the
escarpment and extending north along the Clarke Range, and east through the
foothills. Finch Hatton Gorge is also included in the national park. The area is very
wet! During the flood-rains of Cyclone Joy early in 1991, more than 2 metres of rain
was recorded, and this resulted in large land-slips along the eastern escarpment. Such
occurrences are not uncommon during any wet season.

But enough of the gcography! The ‘official’ records of the Queensland Herbarium
were consulted late last year, and produced a figure of some 70 species of pterido-
phytes for the area. If this seems a little low, read on... (Some new records for filmy
ferns were recorded by John Croxall and Barbara Parris in the early 1970’s but they
didn’t give duplicate specimens of all of their collections to the Queensland Herbar-
ium).

Subsequently, Steve Pearson, a ranger with the National Parks and Wildlife service,
began to take an interest in the ferns, and he sent quite a few specimens to the
Herbarium for identification. I asked him to look for a few that should have been
there, but weren’t present in the Queensland Herbarium collections, and eventually
the list of known ferns topped about 85 species. Included among Steve’s recent finds
(all are new ‘official’ Queensland Herbarium records) are Adiantum silvaticum
(common in the area), Diplopterygium longissimum (uncommon), Angiopteris evecta
(quite rare, only about 8 or so individual plants found), Botrychium australe (one
small colony near Eungella township), Blechnum whelanii (common in some areas)
and an Asplenium which has been tentatively identified as A. parvum (found near the
top of Mt William).

In April/May this year, I was fortunate to be asked to survey ferns in the Central
Queensland area, from Rockhampton north to Proserpine, and of course this included
the Eungella area. My total time at Eungella was limited to 3 days, but I hoped this
could be offset by the knowledge of the area which Steve and Alison Pearson could
impart. I was constrained to spend one day along the rim to the south of Eungella
township, one day in the Mt William area and one day in Finch Hatton Gorge.

On the first day (in fact, the first hour) at Broken River on the Rainforest Discovery
walking track, I confirmed John Croxall’s records of Microtrichomanes vitiense and
Gonocormus saxifragoides on tree trunks beside the walking track. I also realised quite
quickly that not only was Lastreopsis microsora present, but that L. fenera was also.
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The latter, although quite common, more so than the former, was apparently unre-
corded. While these two look quite similar in the field, they can be separated by
comparing the short-creeping rhizome of L. tenera with the long-creeping one of L.
microsora. Lastreopsis smithiana (otherwise more or less confined to the Lamington
Plateau area in southern Qld) and L. rufescens are also in this area. I still have not
satisfactorily worked out the exact number of species of Diplazium in the park -
certainly D. queenslandicum is present, but probably also D. assimile and maybe also
D. australe! Deparia petersenii (Lunathyrium japonicum) is also recorded.

Day 2, in the Mt William area, was altogether too short to do the area justice. On the
walk into Cattle Creek, well below the summit of Mt William, one can see Cyathea
cooperi, C. robertsiana, C. rebeccae, Blechnum whelanii and B. cartilagineum, while in
the creek, Marattia salicina, Cyathea leichhardtiana, Blechnum nudum, B. patersonii,
Todea barbara, and Dicksonia herbertii are to be found, Two species of Grammitis, G.
wurunuran and G. stenophylla are present on rocks in the creek, Filmy ferns are
abundant, and include Hymenophyllum baileyanum, H. samoense (previously known
only as far south as Mt Spec) H. walleri, Crepidomanes bipunctatum and C. walleri,
plus Selenodesmium elongatum. Other species of note in this area are Tmesipteris
truncata and both species of Vittaria. Elaphoglossum callifolium is also recorded from
further up the creek, under the lee of Mt William.

Day 3 - Doolamai Falls in Finch Hatton Gorge - was notable for the steep climb up a
long series of switchbacks, followed by a mad scramble around and over giant
boulders which form the bed of the creek above the falls.'This area produced two
surprises - Vaginularia acrocarpa, which according to Qld Herbarium records was
previously known to occur only as far south as Ravenshoe, and Microgonium bimargin-
atum, which occurs both north and south of the region, but was not recorded from
Central Queensland itself. Humata repens, Ctenopteris contigua and both Vittaria
species were common on boulders or tree trunks in the gorge. In the carpark, Steve
Pearson pointed out a colony of a terrestrial Ophioglossum, probably O. petiolatum.
Doryopteris concolor, Microlepia speluncae and Cheilanthes tenuifolia are also present
in the car park area. On the road into the gorge, a lone plant of Blechnum orientale
stands in swampy ground near a creek crossing. We saw no others of this species in

the area.

In summary, the pteridophyte flora of Eungella National Park currently stands at
about 100 species (plus some varieties) in 29 families. I can recommend a visit, but
don’t forget the ‘Rid’ - scrub ticks and leaches are a feature of the landscape and not

to be easily avoided!

L |

Flova of B.S.0, Yolume 2 Gwen Marden el 3

ﬁPECI@L OFFER The Royallﬂotanic Gardens and M.S.W. University
Frress have released the second volume of -this definitive

four volume gquide to plant life in N.S.W. The magn i fi cenl
G330 page Volume 22 covers plants in the eucalypl, acacia,
agrevillea, banksia and bhoronia families, among others. Each

species is accompanied by a line drawing and there are
hundreds of colowr photographs.

Orders may be placed direct with The Friends of the Royal Rotanic
Gardens. Mrs Macquaries foad, Sydney, 2000 (ph. 02 398 8900)
at $36 per hardcover edition — a savinq of $14 on normal
retail price, collect or plus %7 postage and packing. Offer
expires MNovember 1, 1991. A
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~RBeport on S.E.Qld Group Excursion to Queensland Hebarium

On Sunday 4th August 1991, the South Eastern Queensland Group
of "Fernies" met at the gate to the Herbarium at 9.30 a.m,
There was a good roll-up of about 35 members and visitors,
and they were escorted to the annex where the fern collection
is housed.

Paul Forster kindly gave his time to assist Peter Bostock to
show us some of the work being done in the Herbarium in
relation to ferns. Firstly Peter explained the methods used
for the preservation and storage of specimens, and the extent
of the collection. Ferns comprise only a small percentage of
the Herbarium collection, but there is a large number of fern
specimens from Queensland and New Guinea.

Then we had an opportunity, in small groups, to inspect the
sections holding the fern specimens, while at the same time
cthers members were able to examine more closely certain
specimens which were taken to the meeting room.

Finally before the meeting ended we were shown slides taken
by Peter on the recent trip by the 2 botanists Peter and Paul
to parts of Cape York Peninsula. The Maleny Springs area and
Glennie Tableland are so remote that thesc places are
inaccessible to most of us, so it was most interesting to see
such very good slides of these places, and of the large

range of ferns occurring there.

The group expressed their appreciation to Petef Bostock and
Paul Forster for having made this visit to the Herbarium
possible.

(0w thanls to Lovna Flurray for the a bove article)

JONGITE

Gieam e 1 oy

Nosr bhe years ows Group has made sizeable clorations to  Hoarrens
clona mrhmFmtum and the Large fern collection that has beren ostab-—
liﬁﬁmd thera., Some  of the Funds were radsed by buying in o and
el ling ferms at SEAF NSW Regional Exbhibitions. fnother dmpar-
tant souwrce  of  funds is the humble raffle usually conduc Tedd at
mar Ly weatings of the Sydney Grouf. Tess Tavlor handles  tice
el Ganle and there is no better seller. The ferns oftfered as
pEloEes are invariably donated, resulting in the proceeds  repra-
senting net profit. 6t ouwr July meeting fFarnes waere donated by

Beodt Leng and ouwr host Peler as well as by Rose Bacoh and Koy and
Freran Do Can . Gratitude is exprossed Lo all donors butl pardicuwlar
thanls must ao to Fose and the Duncans for contribubing s0 0 many
Ferns Thmir gaenerosity is greatliy appreciated,  Apart from the
haoxes of ferns agiven Lo us at our latest mereabing . Lhanls youw oo
Far the many other occasions whern you have iven  ferns Lowards

b

ca fFund radsing endeavounrs.

Deadline for next Mawsheal Lo

Contributions are most weloone. Closing date Ffor next issue 14
185 Movember 1991. Flease forward Lo Seodretary.
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